Creekstone Ministry Workshop                     July 17, 2010             9-Noon         
Leader: Elijah Merrett, Ministry Coordinator

Part I. Equipping for Ministry.
1. -What is ministry? 

Ministry is serving in order to bless.

Matthew 20: 25-28  But Jesus called them to [Himself] and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. 
Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 
And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave-- 
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
* Romans 12 paints a picture of what a true minister looks like.  Notice that it’s also a prescription for Christian living.  Is there a difference?
2. -Why ‘do’ ministry? 

* wrong motives (fear, guilt, pride, obligation… “got to” do it). Right motives (love, faith, grace, glory of God, others’ well-being… “get to” do it)

Ministry flows naturally out of the regenerated heart, not as a forced moralistic duty.
* James 1:22-25, But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 
for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 
But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues [in it], and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

If we are truly experiencing the Gospel, it will flow naturally out of us toward others 
Galatians 5:25 the fruits of the spirit are proof of the gospel

* Jesus’ own example: Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

Jesus set the bar high.  Too high for us to ever attain to- so we have to do ministry humbly, relying on Jesus’ righteousness to be our own.

3. -How do we do ministry?

* what is the one vocation that every Christian is called to?  To follow and believe the gospel of Jesus continually, i.e., to live and learn the Gospel.

* ministry in both personal behavior and outward action 
James 1:26-27: If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion [is] useless. 
Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, [and] to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
* where does the word ‘minister’ (noun and verb) come from? It’s from the same Latin word we get minus and minor from. A minister is 
*Ministry should be done:
- skillfully (well and according to personal gifts)

Ephesians. 4:11 And He Himself gave some [to be] apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry
Spiritual gifts assessments available, maybe we can do some of those.  God has given everyone a unique skillset and we are intended to use at least those skills for ministry.

- joyfully 
Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Jesus saw even his ministry on the cross with joy. Paul constantly speaks of his ministry to the churches as ‘his joy.’

-completely 
Col. 3:22-24 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 
And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.
don’t slack off or half-run the race.  Remember who we’re really doing it for (this should give us joy! Because it’s not some meaningless temporal assignment but done for the glory of God!)

4. -Whom do we represent in ministry?

* setting an example

Sunday school answer: Jesus.  Of course that’s true and foremost.  But we also represent our church, our denomination, and especially our fellow Christians and friends.
* what does ‘apostle’ mean?  Greek, literally means ‘sent out,’ but was applied to ambassadors, people sent to establish good diplomatic relations with foreign nations.  Jesus was the ultimate example of this.
___________________________________________________________________________________
Part II. Application.

What’s on the Horizon for Creekstone?
“Creekstone 2.0” begins August 1, 10:30 AM
Lumpkin County High School
‘Dress Rehearsal’ Thursday, August 22: All volunteers requested to come so we can make our transition as smooth as possible.  Dinner will be provided.
“Vision board” for new ideas Sundays and in office
Art Exhibitions
Film & Theology 
Movies in the Park 
Information Table
What else?  Is anything on your heart?

Looking for a few more folks…

Rotating office caretaker (sexton) position, youth group is expanding
Creekstone’s Current Ministries

Discipleship: McKay Caston


Wednesday night Bible Study

Music: Jesse Turk

Musicians


Audio/Visual Tech


Setup

Children: Kira Barcus

Facilities: Jim & Janet Keane


Communications (?)

Offering: Tommy Jones

Hospitality: Joan & Alex Flewellyn
Greeters: Robin Howell

College Ministry: Andy Woznicki, Nate Nix (Campus Outreach)

Community Partners:

Waypoint

Community Helping Place

Habitat for Humanity

Dahlonega Chamber of Commerce
???

Your Input:
In our current ministries, what works well?  What can be improved?

What could we add to our current ministries?

What ministry needs do you see?

The “Test Drive” with Jim Keane

-Information table before and after church, manned by a different team leader each week we do it
-4 week ‘test drive’ for a ministry
-no obligation

-built-in, volunteer-led training during the month
-if a person likes it, and their gifts steer them towards that ministry, great! If not, we have many other ways to get involved.
